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= (54) Title: OPTICAL LAMINATE, POLARIZATION LIGHT SOURCE DEVICE AND LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY UNIT 

(57) Abstract: An optical laminate comprising a cholesteric liq- 
uid crystal layer and a 1/4 wavelength plate laminated one upon 
another, characterized in that the 1/4 wavelength plate comprises 
at least one layer (A layer) consisting of a material having a pos- 
itive intrinsic double refraction value and at least one layer (B 
layer) consisting of a material having a negative intrinsic dou- 
ble refraction value, the orientations of molecular chains in the 
A layer and the B layer are equal to each other, and a variation 
in thickness of the 1/4 wavelength plate is below 5%; a polariza- 
tion light source device provided with this optical laminate; and 
a liquid crystal display unit provided with this polarization light 
source device. The optical laminate which delivers an excellent 
brightness improving effect, is free from a variation in in-plane 
brightness, and ensures a long-term, stable brightness improv- 
ing effect; and the polarization light source device and the liquid 
crystal display unit provided with this optical laminate are pro- 
vided. 
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